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the women, was stooping and waving of the arms in front. The dancers perspired freely, and kept up the dance for many hours to rhythmic music, the tune of which changed from time to time. There were three chief dancers, o f whom one represented the goddess, the others her-ministers. They were smeared with streaks on the chest, abdomen, arms and legs, had bells on the legs, and carried a short stick about two feet in length in eacbi hand. The sticks were held over the head, while the: performers quivered as if in a religious frenzy. Now and again, the sticks were waved or beaten together. The; Paniyans believe that, when the goddess first appeared to them, she carried two sticks in her hands. The mock: goddess and her attendants, holding the sticks above th^ head and shivering, went to each male elder, and apparently received his blessing, the elder placing his hand on their faces as a form of salutation, and then applying-his hand to his own face. The villagers partook of a. light meal in the early morning, and would not eat again. until the end of the ceremony, which concluded by the man-goddess seating himself on the upright, and addressing the crowd on behalf of the goddess concerning thelir conduct and morality.
The Paniyans " worship animistic deities, of which. the chief is Kuli, whom they worship on a raised platform called Kulitara, offering cocoanuts, but no blood." * They further worship Kattu Bhagavati, or Bhagavati of the woods. " Shrines in her honour are to be found at; most centres of the caste, and contain no image, but a. box in which are kept the clothing and jewels presented to her by the devout. An annual ceremony lasting SL week is held in her honour, at which the Komaran and
*  Gazetteer of Malabar,